§56.7

to shipment of the product from the
place of initial grading.

[40 FR 20055, May 8, 1975. Redesignated at 42
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, as amended at 43 FR
60138, Dec. 26, 1978. Redesignated at 46 FR
63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 71 FR
42008, July 24, 2006]

§56.7 Nondiscrimination.

The conduct of all services and the li-
censing of graders under these regula-
tions shall be accomplished without
discrimination as to race, color, na-
tional origin, sex, religion, age, dis-
ability, political beliefs, sexual ori-
entation, or marital or family status.

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006]

§56.8 Other applicable regulations.

Compliance with the regulations in
this part shall not excuse failure to
comply with any other Federal, or any
State, or municipal applicable laws or
regulations.

[20 FR 670, Feb. 1, 1955. Redesignated at 42
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981]

§56.9 OMB control number.

(a) Purpose. The collecting of infor-
mation requirements in this part has
been approved by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget (OMB) and assigned
OMB control number 0581-0128.

(b) Display.

SECTIONS WHERE INFORMATION COLLECTION
REQUIREMENTS ARE IDENTIFIED AND DESCRIBED

56.3(a) 56.24 56.52(b)(3)(ii)
56.4(a) 56.25 56.54(b)(1)
56.10(a) 56.26 56.54(b)(3)(ii)
56.11 56.30 56.56(a)
56.12 56.31(a) 56.57
56.17(b) 56.35(b) 56.58

56.18 56.35(c) 56.60
56.21(a) 56.37 56.62
56.21(b) 56.52(a)(1) | 56.76(f)(7)
56.21(c) 56.52(a)4) | 56.76(h)
56.23 56.52(b)(1)

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006; 71
17, 2006]

FR 47564, Aug.
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§56.10 Who may be licensed and au-
thorized.

(a) Any person who is a Federal or
State employee, the employee of a
local jurisdiction, or the employee of a
cooperating agency possessing proper
qualifications as determined by an ex-
amination for competency and who is
to perform grading service under this
part, may be licensed by the Secretary
as a grader.

(b) AIll licenses issued by the Sec-
retary shall be countersigned by the of-
ficer in charge of the shell egg grading
service of the AMS or any other des-
ignated officer.

(c) Any person, who is employed at
any official plant and possesses proper
qualifications, as determined by the
Administrator, may be authorized to
candle and grade eggs on the basis of
the ‘““U.S. Standards for Quality of In-
dividual Shell Eggs,” with respect to
eggs purchased from producers or eggs
to be packaged with official identifica-
tion. In addition, such authorization
may be granted to any qualified person
to act as a ‘“‘quality assurance inspec-
tor” in the packaging and grade label-
ing of products. No person to whom
such authorization is granted shall
have authority to issue any grading
certificates, grading memoranda, or
other official documents; and all eggs
which are graded by any such person
shall thereafter be check graded by a
grader.

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006]

§56.11 Financial interest of graders.

Graders shall not render service on
any product in which they are finan-
cially interested.

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006]

§56.12 Suspension of license; revoca-
tion.

Pending final action by the Sec-
retary, any person authorized to coun-
tersign a license to perform grading
service may, whenever such action is
deemed necessary to assure that any
grading service is properly performed,
suspend any license to perform grading
service issued pursuant to this part, by
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giving notice of such suspension or rev-
ocation to the respective licensee, ac-
companied by a statement of the rea-
sons therefor. Within 7 days after the
receipt of the aforesaid notice and
statement of reasons, the licensee may
file an appeal in writing with the Sec-
retary, supported by any argument or
evidence that the licensee may wish to
offer as to why their license should not
be further suspended or revoked. After
the expiration of the aforesaid 7-day
period and consideration of such argu-
ment and evidence, the Secretary will
take such action as deemed appropriate
with respect to such suspension or rev-
ocation. When no appeal is filed within
the prescribed 7 days, the license to
perform grading service is revoked.

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006]

§56.13 Cancellation of license.

Upon termination of the services of a
licensed grader, the grader’s license
shall be immediately surrendered for
cancellation.

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006]

§56.14 Surrender of license.

Each license which is canceled, sus-
pended, or has expired shall imme-
diately be surrendered by the licensee
to the office of grading serving the area
in which the licensee is located.

[31 FR 2773, Feb. 16, 1966. Redesignated at 42
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006]

§56.15

Federal graders may participate in
certain political activities, including
management of and participation in
political campaigns, in accordance
with AMS policy. Graders are subject
to these rules while they are on leave
with or without pay, including fur-
lough; however the rules do not apply
to cooperative employees not under
Federal supervision and intermittent
employees on the days they perform no
service. Willful violations of the polit-
ical activity rules will constitute
grounds for removal from the AMS.

Political activity.

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006]
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§56.17

§56.16 Identification.

Graders shall have in their possession
at all times, and present upon request
while on duty, the means of identifica-
tion furnished to them by the Depart-
ment.

[71 FR 42008, July 24, 2006]

§56.17 Equipment and facilities for
graders.

Equipment and facilities to be fur-
nished by the applicant for use of grad-
ers in performing service on a resident
basis shall include, but not be limited
to, the following:

(a)(1) An accurate metal stem ther-
mometer;

(2) Electronic digital-display scales
graduated in increments of Yi0-ounce or
less for weighing individual eggs and
test weights for calibrating such
scales. Plants packing product based
on metric weight must provide scales
graduated in increments of l-gram or
less;

(3) Electronic digital-display scales
graduated in increments of Ys-ounce or
less for weighing the lightest and
heaviest consumer packages packed in
the plant and test weights for cali-
brating such scales;

(4) Scales graduated in increments of
Ya-pound or less for weighing shipping
containers and test weights for cali-
brating such scales;

(5) Two candling lights that provide a
sufficient combined illumination
through both the aperture and down-
ward through the bottom to facilitate
accurate interior and exterior quality
determinations.

(6) A candling booth adequately dark-
ened and located in close proximity to
the work area that is reasonably free of
excessive noise. The booth must be suf-
ficient in size to accommodate two
graders, two candling lights, and other
necessary grading equipment.

(b) Furnished office space, a desk,
and file or storage cabinets (equipped
with a satisfactory locking device)
suitable for the security and storage of
official supplies, and other facilities
and equipment as may otherwise be re-
quired. Such space and equipment must



